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things of the inner world. As invariably happens with the
collective standpoint that is orientated to the object, he
allows himself to be determined exclusively by collective
values, and consequently overlooks what is new and
original
Current collective values are certainly mensurable by
the objective standard, but only a free and unfettered
valuation—a matter of living feeling—can yield a true
estimate of the thing that is newly created. But such an
appreciation belongs to the man possessing a soul, and
not merely relations to external objects.
The downfall of Epimctheus begins with the loss of the
new-born, divine image, His incontestably moral thinking,
feeling, and acting in no way hinder the evil, hollow, and
destructive from creeping in, This invasion of evil signifies
a conversion of something previously good into something
definitely harmful In this fashion Spitteler expresses
the idea that the moral principle hitherto prevailing,
although excellent to begin with, loses with the lapse of
time its essential connection with life, since it no longer
embraces the abundance and variety of life. The ration-
ally correct is too meagre a concept upon which to found
a hope for an adequate and permanent expression of life
in its totality. But the irrational occurrence of the divine
birth stands beyond the frontiers of the rational kingdom.
Psychologically, the divine birth heralds the fact that a
new symbol, a new expression of supreme vital intensity,
is being created. Every Epimethean element in man and
every Epimethean man is incapable of comprehending
this event Yet from this moment the supreme intensity
of life is to be found only upon the new line. Every other
direction falls gradually away, dissolving into oblivion.
The new symbol, the bestower of life, springs from
Prometheus' love ,for his soul, a figure pregnant with
daemonic characters. One may be sure, therefore, that,

